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VPL Songwriting Contest 
 
Vaughan Public Libraries is launching a Songwriting Contest that asks York Region songwriters and 
aspiring songwriters to write and perform a song on the theme: How the COVID 19 pandemic has 
changed me and my world.  
 
A Review Panel composed of local musicians will select the top 10 entries and provide 
those songwriters with feedback and tips for improvement. Winners will receive time in our sound 
studio with an engineer who will help each winner record their song professionally. Completed songs 
will be included in an album. If you are interested in this exciting opportunity, 
please review the following:  
 
Submission Instructions and Guidelines: 
 
1. Enter the competition via Eventbrite where you will be asked for your personal information and 

song information. Eventbrite page:  
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/songwriting-competition-registration-103241381752 

2. Songs may have up to seven writers/performers; however, one person will be the spokesperson 
for each song and that person will submit the Eventbrite entry  

3. Video record yourself/yourselves performing the song  

4. Post the video recording of your song on either Facebook or Instagram using the hashtag 
#VPLSongwriting2020. Please ensure your post is set to public on Facebook, or your account is 
set to public on Instagram, to enable the judges to view your video. 

5. If you wish to submit your song privately, request to join our Vaughan Public Libraries  
Songwriting Event on Facebook @vaughanpl   

6. Your song cannot be longer than 4 minutes  

7. Multiple entries are permitted  

8. No obscenities  

9. You may create tracks and loops using software such as Garageband, however no backing 
tracks are permitted.  

10. Each entry should be an original work. Entry submission gives Vaughan Public Libraries 
permission to publish and distribute the song.   

11. Parents’ permission will be required for participants under 18 years of age.  

 
Entries will only be accepted if all guidelines and instructions are adhered to.  
 
Questions can be directed to: Sekoia Johnson, Adult Services Librarian, sekoia.johnson@vaughan.ca 
 
Submission Deadline: Friday June 19, 2020  

 
Good Luck! 
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Digital Songwriting Resources 
 

 
You can create free accounts on Hoopla Digital and Lynda using your library card. Don’t have 
one? Visit http://www.vaughanpl.info/online_registration and obtain a temporary digital 
card for free. 
 
 
List of recommended titles available on Hoopla Digital for immediate download:  
 
Recommended Titles 
 
 
Courses available in Lynda.com:  
 
Improve Your Songwriting Skills 
 
Become a Songwriter  
 
Songwriting Techniques and Chords 
 
Write a Song  
 
Learning Songwriting: Garageband 
 
Garageband Essential Training 
 


